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Former WKU players take part in Pro Day
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Quarterback Kawaun Jakes
and tight end Jack Doyle are
used to completing passes in
front of thousands of roaring
fans.
Wednesday at Smith Stadium,
they played for a much tougher
audience. Jakes, Doyle, fullback
Jamarcus Allen, defensive tackle Rammell Lewis and offensive lineman Adam Smith par-

ticipated in WKU’s Pro Day this
week, showing off their skills for
a group of NFL scouts.
The five former players were
working out to try to improve
their stock in the upcoming
NFL Draft, which will begin
April 25.
Jakes said it was a relief to finally go out and participate in
Pro Day after getting ready for
the past couple of months.
“I’m glad it happened finally,
just preparing for it gets stress-

Ransdell: budget
challenges face
WKU next year

ful,” Jakes said Wednesday. “Just
working out every day, it took
like two months, but I’m happy
it finally came and I’m happy
I’m out here with my guys.”
WKU doesn’t have any players that are surefire picks in the
draft this season. Most Topper prospects will be anxiously
watching to see if their name
gets called in the draft or if
they will have to try to make it
in free agency or the Canadian
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 2

Senior tight end Ryan Wallace gets in his sprinter‛s stance before
doing the 40-yard dash during WKU's Pro Day Wednesday at Smith
Stadium. CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD

a second act

MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

A 5 percent tuition increase and no increase in faculty pay in the next fiscal year
are necessary to avoid cutting programs.
President Gary Ransdell held two open
forums Wednesday to discuss the proposed budget after meeting with the university’s Staff Council and Student Government Association Tuesday.
“We’re choosing not to lay people off in
order to fund something or fill a budget
hole,” Ransdell said.
While some objection was raised to the
plan in the second forum, Ransdell said
the consensus among the faculty and staff
he had spoken to was in favor of the increase.
“These conversations are really important in helping the campus to understand
SEE BUDGET PAGE 3

Newly proposed
South Campus
food court may
be student run
JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s chapter of international student
business organization Enactus, previously
known as Students in Free Enterprise, is
currently discussing the possibility of reopening the South Campus food court.
Gary Meszaros, assistant vice president
of Auxiliary Services, said the South Campus food court was closed last fall, citing a
lack of student support as one of the main
reasons it was shut down.
“We gave it a three-year try and it lost
$60,000 or more every year,” he said.
Meszaros said the bookstore on South
Campus has been providing students with
“grab and go” food items since the food
court closed, and in February made more
than $2,000 in food sales.
“The food court had more sales, but it
costs a lot more to run a whole food court,”
he said.
SEE FOOD PAGE 2

Carol Jordan, instructor of theatre and dance at WKU, collects ballots during a meeting for the Theatre in Diversion
program on Wednesday in Gordon Wilson Hall. During the session, Jordan conducted activities on play writing and
reading scripts aloud before voting for their favorites to perform in the future. KATIE MEEK/HERALD

Theatre and sociology students
work with juvenile delinquents
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Juvenile offenders who’ve
committed status offenses
such as skipping school or
underage drinking don’t
often have a choice in their
punishment; they sign up
for community service, do
their time and forget about
it.
But a program here on
campus is providing a
more educational and
meaningful, experience for
both WKU and delinquent
high school students who
choose to participate.
It’s called the Patricia
Minton Taylor Theatre-inDiversion program, taught
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by Carol Jordan of the theatre department and Jerry
Daday of the sociology department.
Named after a former
professor in the English department who was active in
local theatre, the goal of the
program is to allow WKU
students to gain real-world
experience teaching and
conducting research while
helping mentor at-risk high
school students.
“Most of these kids have
done rather minor offenses…the goal is to try and
keep them out of further
problems, to catch things
before they move into more
serious stuff,” Jordan said.
“It offers a lot of oppor-

SAT 55°/43°

tunities for young people
to express themselves in a
wide variety of ways, as actors, directors, as writers, as
designers, and I often find
because it is seen more as a
fun activity than many traditional academic courses,
that it often engages a lot
of students who aren’t normally engaged.”
Of the nine WKU students
in the course, seven are theatre students who primarily
teach and plan the theatre
aspects of the course.
The two sociology students gather data, conduct
interviews and put together
a report for the Administrative Office of the Courts
about the effectiveness
SEE THEATRE PAGE 3
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Students speak out through
‘The Vagina Monologues’

Bowling Green sophomore Briana Phillips narrates for "The Vagina Monologues"
in honor of Sexual Assault Awareness month in the DUC auditorium on
Tuesday. SETH FISCHER/HERALD
ELLA BURNSIDE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

“My vagina is angry. My vagina is
pissed, and it needs to talk. It needs
to talk about all this shit!”
These words, written by author and
tireless women’s rights advocate, Eve
Ensler, spewed from the mouth of
Alvaton junior Hilary Harlan during
WKU’s annual performance of “The
Vagina Monologues” on Tuesday
night.
Each year, during sexual assault
awareness month, the women’s
studies department of WKU sponsors a performance of “The Vagina
Monologues” — complete with
vagina-decorated cookies — with
proceeds benefiting Bowling Green’s
sexual assault trauma recovery center, Hope Harbor Inc.
The monologues, which were first
performed in New York City in 1994,
were compiled from interviews that
Tony- Award winning playwright Eve
Ensler conducted with hundreds of
women from all over the world.
Her interviews focused on one
thing — vaginas — and each monologue addresses a different issue facing women and their vaginas; pap
smears, prostitution, the female
sexual experience, virginity, molestation and rape.
Amanda Vickous, a senior from
Bowling Green, and the director
of the monologues, said that the
monologues are more important
now than ever before with the recent
attitude towards sexual violence
coming from U.S. politicians and
major media outlets following the
conviction of teenage rapists in the
Steubenville, Ohio, rape case.
“Victim blaming is never okay,”
Vickous said. “Your gender should

never be something you are
ashamed of.”
Sequoia Sims, a senior from Woodbridge, Va., became involved with
the monologues because it was her
way of taking a stand against sexual
violence.
“It is not something to shy away
from,” she said. “Sexual assault is
rampant, and vaginas are powerful.”
Sims’ monologue was about reclaiming the c-word and she said the
experience forced her to “get comfortable with c---.”
“I was always uncomfortable with
c---,” Sims said. “But I was forced to
say it over and over, and now I am
much more comfortable — I am
good with c---.”
Harlan, whose own parents were
too uncomfortable with the content
of the monologues to attend, said
that many people are put off about
the idea of the monologues because
they think it is just some radical feminist play.
Harlan said they are more than that.
“I want everyone to open their
minds,” she said. “People need to
embrace other view points before
they decide that they are no good.”
At the end of the performance,
each woman came back to the
front of the stage and said, in one
sentence, the reason they chose to
“rise,” and speak out about sexual
violence:
“I am rising because there is a
parking lot on this campus that is
nick-named ‘rape valley.’”
“I am rising because victim blaming should not be tolerated.”
“I am rising because I want a better
life for my daughter.”
“I am rising because ‘boys will be
boys’ is bullshit.”
“I am rising to set an example.”

FOOD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
WKU’s Enactus CFO
Zachary Mattingly said
Meszaros approached the
student organization with
an idea that would allow
Enactus to reopen the
food court.
Meszaros said if Enactus does reopen the food
court, they could use it as
an exercise to teach students how to run a business.
“Right now, we’re in the
very, very initial stages of
even researching the possibilities,” he said.
Mattingly said Enactus
has to take numerous
considerations into account, including whether
or not they have enough
money and resources to
fund the project, whether or not they will need
certifications to provide
certain foods and what
hours the food court will
be open, before making a

decision.
“There’s a whole lot of
research to be done before we can even really
say maybe,” Mattingly
said. “We’re not even to
that point yet.”
Mattingly said the current proposal is for Enactus to run the business
side of the operation,
while other groups handle food service and marketing.
He said if the deal goes
through, Enactus’ partnership with WKU would
ease the cost of reopening
the food court.
“We wouldn’t pay rent
and we wouldn’t pay utilities,” Mattingly said. “All
that stuff would be paid
for by Western.”
He also said Enactus
could reduce the business
venture’s startup costs by
using the equipment already in the food court.
“The equipment is
there,” Mattingly said.
“Western has already
paid for it. What they’re
trying to do is saying,

we’ve got all the stuff and
all the things you’re going to need, we just need
someone to run it.”
“We wouldn’t have that
many startup expenses,”
Mattingly said. “All we’re
having to pay is labor and
food costs.”
While no decision has
yet been made, Mattingly
said he thinks Enactus
could make the South
Campus food court profitable if they decide to reopen it.
Mattingly said Meszaros
and Aramark have been
very supportive of Enactus’ involvement in this
potential project.
Meszaros said if WKU
and its chapter of Enactus
work together, the food
court could reopen and
be less expensive to operate.
“It wouldn’t cost us as
much and it wouldn’t cost
them as much,” Meszaros
said. “We’d like to find a
solution we can both win
with.”

inches tall and weighs 268 lbs. after losing 20 lbs. in the past six weeks.
“I’m not the ideal height for a defensive
lineman — or weight,” Allen said. “So I
just felt like it would be better for my
chances to do something that my body
frame was more seen in the NFL of the
CFL. I feel like I made the right change.”
He said he talked to current WKU fullbacks such as seniors Kadeem Jones and
Nick Baisch.
“They told me there’s a difference between getting hit and hitting somebody,”
Allen said. “I hope I get to live that experience.”
A face that was notably absent from the
workouts was defensive end Quanterus
Smith.
Smith, who recorded a Sun Belt Conference-leading 12.5 sacks in 10 games
before tearing his anterior cruciate ligament in November last season, missed
Pro Day as he continues to recover from
his injury.
Former players owned the field
Wednesday, but current players will get
back to work at Smith Stadium today.
Friday marks the first official spring
practice for the Toppers. WKU will take
part in 14 team practices over the course
of the next month before the Toppers
host the annual spring game April 20 at
2 p.m.

FOOTBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Football League.
Doyle is considered by many to be
WKU’s top draft prospect. He hauled in
162 passes in four years for WKU, good
for second all-time at the school, and
had 53 catches for 566 yards and five
touchdowns this season.
Doyle said the process of signing with
an NFL team if a player isn’t drafted
gives him distinct memories of choosing
which college to play football for.
“It’s a crazy process — it’s kind of like
high school recruiting all over again,” he
said. “I’m just ready for the next step and
taking it one stride at a time.”
While Doyle has the benefit of working
in his comfort zone, Allen was working
to learn a new position while he worked
out in front of the scouts.
Allen, a defensive tackle for the Toppers for the past four seasons, is working to make it as a fullback in the NFL.
He ran speed drills and worked on passcatching with Jakes towards the end of
the workouts Wednesday morning.
He said he decided to make the switch
because he was not the preferred stature
for an NFL lineman — Allen is 5 feet 11

Crime Reports
Reports
• Freshman Austin Beaver, Barnes Campbell
Hall, reported his wallet
and tablet stolen from his

dorm room on March 18.
The estimated value of
the stolen items is $470.
• Georgetown junior
Anne Boehm reported
her cell phone stolen
while at the Bates Runner
Hall Subway on March 18.
The estimated value of
the stolen item is $200.

Arrests
• Police arrested sophomore Martine Johnston
Berresford, Meredith Hall,
for a failure to appear
warrant on March 18.
• Police arrested Larry
Thomas Jr. outside of
Pearce Ford Tower for
criminal trespassing on
March 18.

The Skate Box
Get 1$ with your WKU ID!
Fraternities and
Sororities welcome!

“BIG RED SKATING”

18+ nights every Thursday
April 4th - 25th (6-8)
We do Private Parties!

506 Three Springs Rd Bowling Green, KY 42104 270-843-3395 www.skatebox2.com

BREAK THROUGH WITH AN ACCELERATED MBA
Study Abroad

Earn Your MBA

All in One Year

CHOOSE FROM AMONG NINE DIFFERENT
CONCENTRATIONS, INCLUDING:
accounting, entrepreneurship, ﬁnance, general business,
healthcare management, marketing, music business
as well as business negotiation and mediation
TWELVE-MONTH MBA PROGRAM (BEGINS IN AUGUST)
THREE-WEEK STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE
IN CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA (MAY)

CLASS OF 2012, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

615.460.6480

|

WWW.BELMONT.EDU/AMBA
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Tuba:

Pep band member loves his Tops

for college, I didn’t even have to think
about it.”
Matt’s father, David McCay, an alumWith the WKU Hilltoppers playing nus of Western, can vouch for his son’s
in the Little Caesars Pizza Bowl this enthusiasm.
“Sometimes he gets so enthusiastic,
past winter and then qualifying for
the NCAA Men’s Division I Basketball he doesn’t think about what he’s doChampionship for the second year in a ing,” the Bowling Green native said.
Matt and David regularly attend the
row, enthusiasm for WKU athletics is at
athletic
events at WKU.
an unprecedented high.
“It’s basically the only team that we’ve
Few, however, can say they have as
ever really followed closely,”
much enthusiasm for the
David said. “We just love
Tops as Bowling Green seto
from
Western.”
nior Matt McCay.
Matt is also the equipThe 22-year-old is in pepEach Friday, the College
Heights Herald brings you ment manager for the footband where he plays the
a story inspired by a letter ball team and has been for
tuba. He has been playing
of the alphabet.
the past four years. Matt
for 13 years.
“I’ve always enjoyed it,” Matt said. said he became interested in the posi“It’s definitely kept me well-rounded. I tion after talking to current Character
feel like with all my different interests, I Coach, Sean Pugh.
“I like what I had heard and I just
can connect with a lot of people.”
wanted to get involved,” Matt said.
Matt is also a huge fan of WKU.
Matt was also involved in the Big Red
“I’ve been around Western my whole
Marching Band, but had to leave in
life,” Matt said. “It’s in my blood.”
Matt said he has many good memo- order to make time for his equipment
ries as a fan of the Hilltoppers, such manager position.
“Band camp was about to start and
as the game-winning shot made by Ty
Rogers in the first round of the 2008 I had to put the brakes on that,” Matt
NCAA Tournament against Drake Uni- said.
Even though he no longer plays in
versity.
“That was definitely unbelievable,” the marching band, Matt said that he
he said.
thinks playing the tuba has been a posMatt said his family legacy played a itive force in his life.
part in him attending WKU.
“It was an instrument he picked up
“My whole family has gone to West- on and he was very good at playing,”
ern,” Matt said. “When I was applying David said. “So he just stuck with it.”
TREY CRUMBIE

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

AZ

WKU

Bowling Green senior Matt McCay has been playing the tuba since he was in fifth
grade, but the main reason he joined the WKU pep band was to be close to WKU
athletics . LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
David said his son started playing the
tuba in the fifth grade.
Bowling Green graduate student Amy
Spears is a friend of Matt and first met
him in high school where they were in
band together. Spears has witnessed
Matt’s enthusiasm for the tops firsthand.
“There was a bad call,” the 22-yearold music education major said. “And
he just started yelling and jumping up

Student creates peace mural
with 60 elementary schoolers

showing students different images of
peace, teaching them conflict resolution skills, how to be a peaceful
One WKU student worked hard to citizen and what a global commucomplete and tour Kentucky’s first nity is.
submission to the Guernica Interna“They were told to draw what peace
tional Peace Mural Project, a project looked like to them, and places they
based off of Pablo Picasso’s
felt peaceful,” she said.
Guernica, to increase globAfter sketching out their
al awareness of the necesrepresentations, they were
sity of peace.
given to Alice Stone, an
Louisville junior Megan
artist for the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft, who
McDonald, with the help
then compiled a sketch of
of an artist and 60 fifthwhat they would look like
graders from Hartstern
in one piece. In an essential
Elementary School in Loupaint-by-number piece,
isville, worked to put tothe children painted while
gether a submission that
McDonald regularly visited
was a first for Kentucky.
MCDONALD
The mural is now touring Louisville junior the classroom via Skype.
About a week later, the
in different cities throughentire 25-by-12 1/2-foot
out Kentucky.
“To get the submission through, piece was completed, in the exact
it took a lot of dedication and a lot specifications as Picasso’s original.
McDonald said there have been
of people working together,” McDonald said. “I couldn’t have done many benefits from this project, init without the school, the school cluding valuable experience for her
couldn’t do it without the artist, the future career.
artist couldn’t do it without the fund“I thought it was really neat to trust
ing.”
60 kids to paint something,” she said.
McDonald went through many “You give kids a project, and they’re
preparations with the students be- going to go for it, especially if they
fore beginning the project, including care about it. That was an eye-openJACOB PARKER

NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

our dynamics and our options,” he said.
In a presentation at the forum, Ransdell noted that in
recent years faculty has received pay increases every year.
Around $85 million of the university budget came from
state funds in the 2007-08 academic year, according to
data presented at a faculty and staff forum. By 2012-13,
that number had dropped to about $72 million.
He said he plans to meet with other university presidents over the next six months to work on a higher education funding model to propose to state legislators in
their next session.
“I hope we can compete and measure up to be one of
the priority items in the state budget if other funds are
realized,” he said.
The proposal would bring in just under $6.5 million in
additional funding next year.
The three largest places where that money would go,
according to data presented at the meeting are student
financial assistance, around $2.5 million, an unfunded

er for me as a future educator.”
Debbie Lockyear, the teacher of
the fifth grade class, said that it was
an honor to be asked to participate.
“As the piece started to fall into
place, it has really been amazing,”
she said.
Lockyear said she was thankful for
the success of the project.
“It’s interesting and wonderful how
many people have made this come
true for these kids. It embodies what
we’re trying to convey,” she said.
The artist who helped create the
project, Stone, said at the beginning
it was a little overwhelming.
“I tried to put it in similar stacks, to
represent all the students,” she said.
“I wanted it to flow. And once things
start, they usually have a tendency to
fall into place.”
Stone said the painting was first
outlined, then filled in by students,
and it took almost 20 hours altogether to complete.
“I spent about 10 hours with the
kids on the piece, and 10 hours by
myself doing the outline and the finishing touches,” she said.
“It’s even better than what I
could’ve imagined. I can’t wait to
walk in and see it.”

salary increase for the 2013 fiscal year, $2.1 million,
and retirement and system rate increases, just under
$900,000.
Facilities Management Staff Member Darrell Saalwaechter said the increase is less than other area schools.
“It’s a nominal tuition compared to other institutions
across the state and neighboring states,” he said.
In making comparisons to other institutions, Ransdell
noted other universities had laid off staff — something
WKU has not done in light of decreases in state funding.
Margaret Crowder, who teaches in the department
of geography and geology, called the tuition increase a
“necessary evil.”
“Nobody likes to see a tuition increase,” she said. “Nobody likes to hear that, you know, you’re not going to get
a salary increase for next year.”
The proposed increase would be about $400 per year
per student.
The increased cost to students would lead to more financial aid and opportunities for scholarships, Ransdell
said.
The increase still needs to be approved by the Council
on Post Secondary Education, a decision Ransdell expects to be made by the end of April.

and down.”
Spears also said Matt likes to belly
dance to distract the other team during
free throws.
Matt said he was surprised when he
found out that the Hilltoppers made it
to the tournament for a second straight
year after winning the Sun Belt Conference.
“Never doubt the heart attack Tops,”
Matt said.

THEATRE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

of the program in preventing juveniles from
conducting more, and possibly more serious, offenses in the future.
Corbin senior Sterling Franklin, a theatre
student, said it’s been an experience that
wasn’t what she expected.
“I expected there to be these kids who
were really struggling with a lot of problems and who were acting out, and I was
so wrong,” Franklin said. “They are just me,
in high school. They are regular kids who
made a mistake.”
Getting the juveniles on a college campus
and getting them engaged with college students who act as positive role models gives
the juveniles an opportunity to see that
college isn’t as scary as they might have believed, and that continuing their education
is a possibility for them after high school,
Jordan said.
It’s a sentiment Daday agrees with completely.
“If you have a young person who is hanging out with the wrong crowd, putting them
in a pro-social environment with adult role
models – I’m talking about WKU students
here – that can have an impact,” he said.
Daday’s hope is that if the program does
its job well, some of the juvenile students
may wish to become WKU students after
high school.
“Getting them on the campus of WKU
three days a week kind of shows them, ‘you
know, this college stuff isn’t really a big deal,’
that it’s something they can do,” he said.
Jordan and Daday hope the program, currently in its second year, continues to prosper. They both said they would love for other departments on campus to create their
own diversion programs. The program won
an award last year for best diversion program in the state.
“Basically, any department could put
something like this together, and that
would allow even more opportunities for
kids who have different interests,” Jordan
said.
Franklin said what she’s learned so far in
the program will stay with her long after
she graduates – the idea that punishment
doesn’t have to be miserable.
“I believe these students probably came
into this expecting to be in trouble, expecting to be scolded, and it’s not about that, it’s
about learning and having fun,” Franklin
said.
“This is in some ways a punishment for
them, but it’s such a proactive way of going
about it. We don’t scold anyone or do anything like that; it really is just a pro-social,
pro-active situation that is really benefiting
all the parties involved.”
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Opinion
THE REMOTE

Clear your schedule for “House of Cards”

RYAN PAIT
Columnist
We need to talk about Kevin.
Kevin Spacey, that is. And Robin
Wright. And Kate Mara. And Corey
Stoll.
And every single part of Netflix’s
“House of Cards,” actually, because it is
amazing.
It’s not a show that would work on
regular TV.
“House of Cards” is all kinds of stylish.
It’s gorgeously cinematic, layered, and
cohesive. Its episodes are so intrinsical-

ly linked that it’s hard to resist watching
all of it in one sitting.
The show currently consists of 13 episodes, which were released simultaneously on Netflix on Feb. 1.
This simultaneous-release model
and Netflix’s devious “Next Episode”
button are two of the series’ greatest
weapons. Fans of marathoning shows
will feel right at home with “House of
Cards.”
I am one of those fans, and may or
may not have — but definitely did —
watch the entire series over the course
of five days.
I can’t think of many networks that
would be willing to air what’s essentially an amazing 13-hour movie, but
the success of “House of Cards” will
definitely have the major networks reconsidering their options. Netflix has
already ordered another season.
The show revolves around Francis
“Frank” Underwood (a delightfully
twisted Kevin Spacey) and his wife
Claire (Robin Wright, aging like fine
wine), two Washington, D.C., power

Tops &
Bottoms

TOPS to WKU’s
men’s
basketball
team making the
NCAA tournament.

players.
The series begins with Frank being
passed over for the position of Secretary of State. Enraged, Frank and Claire
decide to flip the system, all while remaining under the radar, and start using upstart journalist Zoe Barnes (Kate
Mara) and troubled Congressman Peter Russo (Corey Stoll) as pawns in their
elaborate scheme.
That’s about as much as I can say
without spoiling the spectacle. If you
like your TV series deep, this is one for
you.
Since I can’t talk about much of the
plot, I will say this: the actors involved
in “House of Cards” are fantastic.
Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright are
delectably evil and enigmatic as Frank
and Claire Underwood, and they’re
enormously fun to watch. For those
who enjoy shows where the protagonist isn’t really the good guy (paging
Walter White and Don Draper fans), the
Underwoods will feel like old familiars.
Kate Mara and Corey Stoll also shine
in their roles. The two more than hold

BOTTOMS to having to face Kansas.
The life of a 16
seed.

their own when sharing scenes with
acting heavyweights like Spacey and
Wright.
The show also benefits from the guidance of Academy Award-nominated
director David Fincher (“Fight Club,”
“The Social Network”), who serves as
one of the show’s executive producers.
“House of Cards” is just as thrilling and
elegant as any of Fincher’s movies.
The only two shows that currently
air on TV that I could possibly compare “House of Cards” to would be
“Mad Men” and “Breaking Bad,” both
of which focus heavily on characterbased drama rather than plot-driven
drama.
There is an overarching plot in
“House of Cards,” but most of it stems
from the characters and their mysterious motivations.
“Law and Order: SVU” and “NCIS” it
is not.
And that’s definitely a good thing.
The show may be called “House of
Cards,” but you’ll be the one that’s
knocked over when you finish it.

TOPS to being
halfway through
the semester.

BOTTOMS to only being
halfway through the semester.

THE REEL

‘Burt Wonderstone’ packs in the laughs with its
all-star cast, but not much magic up its sleeve

BEN CONNIFF
Columnist
You’ve seen the ads on TV. By now,
you’re probably familiar with goofy
lines such as “I doubt you’ve seen anyone spend the night... on hot coals,” or
“Your skin makes me cry.”
Oh, and let’s not forget the stupid
“glass box” stunt that clearly ends in
failure.
I bet you brushed this movie off and

said, “All the funny parts are in the commercials.” If that’s the case, I’m here to
tell you that you're wrong.
“The Incredible Burt Wonderstone” is
a consistently hilarious, heartfelt comedy starring Steve Carell (“The 40 Year
Old Virgin”), Steve Buscemi (TV's
“Boardwalk Empire”), Jim Carrey (“Ace
Ventura: Pet Detective”), Olivia Wilde
(“The Change-Up”) and Alan Arkin
(“Argo”).
It chronicles the life of a superstar Las
Vegas magician named Burt Wonderstone (Carell) as he rises to fame alongside partner Anton Marvelton (Buscemi), has a fall from grace at the hands
of edgy street performer Steve Gray
(Carrey), and takes a shot at redemption with the help of both his former
assistant (Wilde) and childhood hero
(Arkin).
It’s essentially the same riches-torags-then-back-to-riches
formula
we’ve seen a hundred times in movies
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like “Talladega Nights” and “Anchorman.”
Like those films, “Burt Wonderstone”
is paper-thin in plot but jam-packed
with laughs, not all of which are dispensed in the previews.
The all-star cast is great, and the ending just might evoke a childlike sense
of wonder and make you believe in the
power of magic.
At least until the real trick is revealed.
Even then, you’ll still be doubled-over
with laughter. Just make sure you stick
around for it during the first half of the
credits.
As always, Steve Carell and Jim Carrey are a blast to watch in their respective roles. It’s just a shame that, with
four screenwriters, they aren’t given a
script with quite enough bite to make
it a classic.
“Burt Wonderstone” could’ve been
so much more if it allowed its capable
stars the longer leash of an R-rating. As
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it stands though, the film is still solidly,
consistently funny for a PG-13 comedy.
In addition to the fine performances
from Carell and Carrey, Olivia Wilde is
charming as Jane, Burt’s assistant and
love interest who has a few tricks of her
own. And the lovable Alan Arkin makes
an endearing turn as Burt’s childhood
inspiration Rance Holloway.
With such a solid cast, consistent
laughs, and several moments that illicit
a sense of childlike wonder, it’s easy to
ignore the film’s shortcomings in terms
of plot.
However, you can’t help but feel
slightly let down by the film’s lack of
comedic edge with major players like
Steve Carell and Jim Carrey involved.
I wouldn't call it “incredible,” but I
still had a blast with “Burt Wonderstone," and I think you will too. Grab a
date or a group of friends and head out
to see this movie.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For verification, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
Classified Design Manager: Julia Hartz

Retail Sales
Retail selling experience required, must
enjoy working with customers one on one.
Working weekends required. Hourly wage plus
commissions. Email resume to
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com Call Pool &
Spa Depot at
270-782-1119 or stop by the store at 1830
Wallace Court, Bowling Green, KY
Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail
clerk and outside service positions. Chemistry/
Biology experience helpful but not required.
Fun atmosphere plus bonus package. Great
summer job. Apply in person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
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Across
1 "__ You There,
Chelsea?"
4 "Law & __"
9 "The __ Couple"
12 "The Fresh Prince of
__-Air"
13 Bold; audacious
14 To and __; back
and forth
15 Historical period
16 __ up; relaxed
17 Ice-T's role on
"Law & Order: SVU"
18 __-frutti
20 Gray and Moran
22 __ Harris of "How I
Met Your Mother"
26 Actor Ballard of
"Numb3rs"
27 __ Moines, Iowa
28 Caesar's
language: abbr.
29 Role on "Up All
Night"
32 Walking __; very
happy
35 "Last __"
39 Unwanted
nasal growth
40 __ board; manicure
kit item
42 Web site address,
for short
43 White House
occupant
47 __ G. Carroll of
"Topper"
48 Actress and
comedian Charlotte __
49 Burnett or Channing
50 Lower limb
51 Ron __; actor
who once played Tarzan
52 Mulgrew and Winslet
53 Enjoy a snow sport

Down
1 Help in crime
2 Second showing
3 Make joyous
4 Ed of "Modern
Family"
5 Actor Stephen __
6 Meredith Grey and
Cristina Yang: abbr.
7 Arden of "Our Miss
Brooks"
8 Actress Winona
9 "The __"; series for
Jenna Fischer
10 Beverages

11 Knotts and Rickles
19 Tamera Mowry's twin
21 Get __ of; shed
23 "Jet __"; John Wayne
movie
24 Refrigerator brand
25 "__ A.E."; movie for
Matt Damon and Drew
Barrymore
29 Neither ethical nor
unethical
30 "The Big __"; old
western series
31 "__ Given Sunday";
Al Pacino movie

33 High principles
34 Circular edge
36 "Star Trek" role for
Leonard Nimoy
37 Actress Carter and
others
38 "My Big Fat __
Wedding"
39 Uncontaminated
41 Jellystone Park bear
44 Sheep's cry
45 Fleming of the old
"Jeopardy!"
46 One of the Three
Stooges

Tuesday's Crossword Solution

@ethan_graves 8h
Everybody needs to come
to the Mass Media auditorium Friday night for a viewing party as #WKU takes on
Kansas!!! #GoTops -sent 3/20

GO
TOPS!

Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
Kansas at 8:50 (CT)
tonight!

@TPudic 9h
I can't believe president
Obama gots Kansas beating #Wku half his bracket is
about to be messed up #UpsetInTheMaking -sent 3/20
@MatthewTColeman: @
jimrome great interview
with #WKU head coach Ray
Harper. He‛s old school and
gets it. A winner and he is
going to make @WKUBasketball big! -sent 3/18
@brookestuart 21h
47 days until finals #wku
-sent 3/20
@shelbyelmore2 6h
What the hell happened
to Greens to go?! #notOkay
#WKU -sent 3/20
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BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
kind of packed it in, but we’ll be OK.”
WKU scored one run in the second,
third and fourth inning to take a 3-0
lead.
Messex got the Topper offense going
in the second with a lead-off home
run, his second of the season.
After a strong outing from freshman
pitcher Jackson Sowell, coach Matt
Myers turned it over to the bullpen,
which he said really struggled against
the Bisons and was constantly behind
in the count to batters.
Myers, however, was quick to praise
Sowell.
“Jackson Sowell was phenomenal,”
Myers said. “For him to come out and
throw four innings of three hit baseball, five strikeouts, one walk, I mean
you couldn’t have asked for a better
thing.”
WKU took a 3-1 lead into the seventh inning, but Lipscomb was able
to score a pair of runs in the eighth to

tie the game. The Bisons would eventually take a one-run lead in the ninth
inning as well.
However, in the ninth inning, senior
Devin Kelly connected on a sacrifice
fly to score junior infielder Scott Wilcox and tie the game once more.
The game then went into extras and
Lipscomb was able to plate the gamewinning run, also off a sacrifice fly —
the run was unearned due to sophomore pitcher Ian Tompkins walking
the batter earlier in the inning.
“We’ve got to finish that game,” Myers said. “We played the first half well
and the second half we were awful.
And that’s just maturity and the guys
focusing.”
Next, WKU (11-10, 3-0 SBC) will
travel to Miami for a three game series against Sun Belt opponent FIU
(11-10, 1-2 SBC).
“We’re going to be ready,” Messex
said. “We’re going to go down there
and give them a fight. We’re going to
battle all nine innings every game.”
The three games will be at 5 p.m., 3
p.m. and noon, Friday through Sunday respectively.

Upcoming Games:
Friday, March 22-24 — vs. FIU (series)
Miami
Tuesday, March 29 — vs. Evansville
Bowling Green
Friday, March 29-31 — vs. Louisiana-Lafayette (series)
Bowling Green
Wednesday, April 3 — vs. Austin Peay
Bowling Green
-from WKUsports.com
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BIG SCREEN TVs!
BEER SPECIALS!

PROUD COOL RANCH
TO SUPPORT

WKU

DORITOS LOCOS TACOS

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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NCAA TOURNAMENT
UPON FURTHER REVIEW

Toppers need 'Big Three' plus some tonight
BRAD STEPHENS

offered by the Kansases of the world.
WKU doesn’t have a potential
No. 1 draft pick like the high-flying
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Through one McLemore. It doesn’t have a dominant,
night of NCAA Tournament action, the shot-swatting center like Withey.
daunting mark still stands.
The Toppers aren’t a team of stars.
No. 16 seeds Davids have faced No. 1 They’re a team of loose, confident and
seeds Goliaths 114 times in the history (finally) healthy players who settled
of the NCAA Tournament. All 114 No. into their roles in time for another
16 seeds came up empty.
postseason run.
“It will be much like the
Southern almost pulled it off
(Sun Belt) tournament where
Thursday afternoon against
we had different guys step
Gonzaga, taking the No. 1
up each game,” coach Ray
seed Zags to the final seconds
Harper said Thursday. “We’re
before losing 64-58.
going to need a lot of guys to
More often the No. 1 seed
step up and play well tomorcoasts to an opening round
row night.”
win. Louisville did to the
When WKU won the Sun
tune of 79-48 Thursday night
Belt title earlier this month
against North Carolina A&T.
in Hot Springs, Ark., it did so
Now at 8:50 p.m. tonight,
STEPHENS
with key contributions from
WKU gets a chance to do
Columnist
several characters.
what Southern, North CaroThe trio of George Fant, T.J.
lina A&T and 112 of its fellow
Price and Jamal Crook comunderdogs have failed to do — take
bined for 50 of the Toppers’ points in a
down the big guy.
The big guy this time is the South No. 62-59 quarterfinal win over South Ala1 seed Kansas Jayhawks. KU features bama.
Crook and Fant struggled the next
two second-team All-Americans in
center Jeff Withey and swingman Ben night against Arkansas State, combinMcLemore and a rabid fan base that’ll ing for more fouls (nine) than points
(eight). But Price (24 points) and Brantake over the Sprint Center tonight.
The Toppers, 20 1/2 point underdogs don Harris (11 points) saved the day
as of last night, will be playing virtually and carried WKU to a 58-56 win.
Price came out cold in the title against
on the road with a lot of players never
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

KANSAS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
than it was last year,” Price said.
“We won the play-in game but
were also just happy that we
made it. The main thing coming in this year is we want to
penetrate in the tournament
instead of just being glad to be
here.”
WKU got to the NCAA Tournament this year by riding

sophomore guard T.J. Price
and sophomore forward
George Fant through the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament.
Self said shutting down that
duo would be an important
part of Kansas’ game plan. He
called Fant “terrific” and said
Price is a strong scorer.
“They’re both good, and
they’re going to get a lot better
because they’re young,” Self
said.
The difference Friday between Self and Harper could

FIU, going three-of-10 from the field.
But Crook and Fant recovered from
their off-night against ASU, scoring 17
points apiece in a 65-63 win.
“That’s the beauty of this team,” Fant
said Thursday. “There’s not just one
guy… It’s important for our whole team
to come out there and give us something.”
The Toppers got to this point only after struggling with injuries for much of
the year. They had two healthy guards
about three months ago — Harris and
walk-on Percy Blade.
Crook had to come back from a broken foot. Price had to fight through a
nagging ankle sprain. Backup point
guard Kevin Kaspar battled a tweaked
hamstring. Caden Dickerson only recently regained his shooting touch after injuring a shoulder in November.
“Once again, that belief came in that
we’ll never quit,” Price said. “We came
as a big family this year.”
Now that the family is healthy and
clicking, WKU will need each of those
family members to step up tonight
against the Jayhawks.
Harris and Dickerson will have to
hit some shots to take the pressure off
Price, who’ll be hounded by KU defensive ace Travis Releford.
Kaspar must keep the offense running when Crook goes to the bench for
a breather.

be just as important as any
matchup on the court.
Self was quick to point out
Harper’s postseason record
— he has four national championships to his name from
stints at Division-II Kentucky
Wesleyan and NAIA Oklahoma
City.
“Ray Harper has won the
most championships. He’s
terrific,” Self said. “I’ve known
Ray for a while. He’s done a
great job wherever he’s been
and won at the highest level

Backup forwards O’Karo Akamune
and Kene Anyigbo will need to help
Fant and center Aleksejs Rostov against
a talented front line that includes Withey, Kevin Young and Perry Ellis.
WKU has little hope for breaking that
0-114 mark by No. 16 seeds if it doesn’t
get contributions from its entire rotation.
But in the end, the Toppers’ success
will likely come down to their Big Three
— Crook, Fant and Price.
Crook’s the veteran leader that makes
the offense run. Fant’s the inside
banger that can get the job done on
the inside, defensively and offensively.
“Tournament T.J.” Price is the scorer
with a history of getting it done in the
postseason.
When those three play well, WKU
wins. When those three don’t, WKU
usually doesn’t.
“Fortunately, we have a couple of guys
on our team that live for big games like
this,” Fant said. “So, we’re going to see
what happens.”
There have been 114 No. 16 seeds
have tried to take down a No. 1 and 114
of those have failed.
If Fant, Price, Crook and the rest of the
gang play to their potentials tonight,
they may just make a little history.

wherever he’s been.”
Fant said Harper is so successful in the postseason because of his great knowledge of
the game.
“He knows how to prepare
for a big game,” Fant said.
“That’s what we’ve been doing
— we’ve been preparing for a
big game.
“Fortunately, we have a couple of guys on our team that
live for big games like this, so
we’re going to see what happens.”

WKU and Kansas will tip off
tonight at 8:50 p.m., with the
winner going on to play the
winner of a game between No.
8 seed North Carolina and No.
9 seed Villanova.
Senior guard Jamal Crook
said he feels the Toppers are
ready to face one of the top
teams in the NCAA Tournament.
“We’ve been preparing the
way we should be,” he said. “I
think we’ll go out tomorrow
ready to go.”
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Toppers look to turn heads in Kansas City
LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Before
WKU faces the Kansas Jayhawks tonight, the Toppers
have another challenge to deal
with — getting in the front
door of the Sprint Center.
Playing in Kansas’ backyard
— Kansas City is about 40 miles
from Lawrence, Kan., home
of the Jayhawks — coach Ray
Harper and the Toppers had
a little trouble as they entered

the Sprint Center Thursday
convincing security that they
were there to play basketball.
“I’m sure (Kansas coach) Bill
Self didn’t get asked the questions I got asked,” Harper said
with a laugh at Thursday’s
press conference. “They didn’t
know who the heck I was.
“I told them I was a fan, I was
here to enjoy some good basketball.”
Good basketball is what it’s
going to take to beat the Jayhawks.

Kansas has the potential No.
1 pick in the upcoming NBA
Draft in freshman guard Ben
McLemore and another possible first-rounder in senior
center Jeff Withey.
The Jayhawks have history
on their side as well. A win by
No. 16 seed WKU over No. 1
seed Kansas would go on the
short list of biggest upsets in
college basketball history —
no 16-seed has ever topped a
No. 1 seeded opponent in the
NCAA Tournament.

Harper said he’s more concerned about the way the Toppers play on the court than the
way they’re judged off it.
“We’re not concerned about
the seed or those types of
things,” he said. “We’re excited
to still be playing after some
of the adversity and things we
had to overcome this season.”
Tonight’s game is similar in
many ways to last year’s second round game against Kentucky. That year, the Toppers
were a No. 16 seed playing a

heavily favored No. 1 seed just
a few miles from home — Kansas will play in Kansas City,
while the Wildcats faced WKU
at the KFC Yum! Center in Louisville.
Sophomore guard T.J. Price
said a difference between last
season, when the Toppers won
a first-round game against
Mississippi Valley State before
falling to UK, and this year is
the team’s mindset coming in.
“It’s different from this year
SEE KANSAS PAGE 7

BASEBALL

Toppers split
mid-week
games, head
to Miami next

WOMEN'S NIT FIRST ROUND

WKU

88 77

East
Carolina

AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Coming off of a three-game conference-opening sweep of rival Middle
Tennessee State, the WKU baseball team
split a pair of mid-week games against
Kentucky and Lipscomb. The Toppers
will travel to FIU for a three-game set this
weekend.
Last weekend, the Toppers were led by
senior first baseman Ryan Huck, who
had four home runs on the series with
seven RBIs. That performance earned
him Sun Belt Conference Player of the
Week, the conference announced Monday.
Huck did not slow down for Tuesday’s
game against Kentucky either.
WKU traveled to Lexington Tuesday,
eyeing its fourth straight win and fifth
win in the last six tries against the Wildcats. Huck led the team to a 6-3 win over
in-state rival and No. 8 team in the country in UK.
On the day, Huck went three-for-five
with a home run and four RBIs.
The Toppers rushed to a three-run first
inning lead and relied on the pitching to
close out the game.
The Wildcats made it interesting in the
ninth, loading the bases with one out,
but senior pitcher Taylor Haydel forced a
game-ending double play.
The next night, however, WKU would
blow a three-run lead and eventually fall
in extras to Lipscomb.
“We’ve been playing well, we swept
Middle and got UK, but that doesn’t mean
we had to come out flat tonight,” sophomore catcher Ryan Messex said after the
Lipscomb game. “We showed up early
but once the game got going we kind of

Junior guard Bianca McGee drives down the lane against East Carolina defense during the first round of the Women‛s NIT at Diddle
Arena on Thursday. The Lady Hilltoppers won 88-77. BRANDON CARTER/HERALD

THE WOMEN‛S NIT GAME WAS PAST HERALD PRESS TIME. VISIT

WKUHERALD.com
FOR THE STORY AND A PHOTO GALLERY

SEE BASEBALL PAGE 6

Pair of homers propel WKU to win over Southeast Missouri
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers rode their bats
Thursday to a 10-3 win over Southeast
Missouri at the WKU Softball Complex.
Sophomore pitcher Janna Scheff was
credited with the win after over four
innings of work. Scheff allowed three
runs on six hits.
Southeast Missouri came out strong
in the first inning, scoring two runs
on three hits, one hit coming off a solo
home run.
WKU (16-9) responded in the bottom of the first as a walk brought in junior infielder Olivia Watkins from third
base. Senior utility player Ciara Garcia
went on to bring in three more runs
with a double to left center.
The Lady Toppers scored four runs on
three hits in the inning.
“Our team feeds off of energy, and we
have great team chemistry,” Watkins
said. “We’re just always excited when
someone gets a hit.”
WKU continued to add to the lead
in the bottom of the second as junior
infielder Amanda Thomas blasted a
three-run home run over the fence.
Thomas currently leads WKU with

seven home runs on the season.
Junior outfielder Keslie Mattox followed Thomas with a home run of her
own to make the score 8-2.
Southeast Missouri responded in the
top of the third with another solo home
run to cut the WKU lead to 8-3.
With bases loaded for Southeast Missouri in the top of the fifth, junior pitcher Emily Rousseau came in for WKU to
try and get the Lady Toppers out of a
jam. Southeast Missouri left three on
base as a Rousseau strikeout ended
the threat. Rousseau allowed no hits or
runs in her 2.2 innings of work.
“I just came in relaxed,” Rousseau
said. “I actually haven’t thrown in a
game in almost a week, so just kind of
getting back into it today and working
some of the kinks out.”
Coach Tyra Perry said it’s nice to see
Rousseau improve.
“She’s steadily getting better and better,” Perry said. “And she still has a lot of
potential…I can’t wait to see when she
really reaches her stride.”
In the bottom of the fifth, sophomore
infielder Shawna Sadler recorded a triple,
then scored off an RBI from freshman infielder Brooke Holloway. WKU is third in
the nation in triples per game with .48.

After stealing second and third base,
Watkins scored the final run of the game
in the bottom of the sixth inning off a
Mattox RBI to give WKU the win, 10-3.
The Lady Toppers host a doubleheader on Saturday as they welcome North
Texas. The first game is at 1 p.m.

Perry said the win against Southeast
Missouri is a positive heading into the
weekend.
“We just need to have the momentum
that we grabbed today in the SEMO
game,” Perry said. “And take it into the
weekend and play our game.”

The WKU softball team celebrates with junior outfielder Kelsie Mattox after hitting
a home run against Southeast Missouri State. The Tops won the game 10-3. JAKE
POPE/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

